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Kant: Acting in Accord to Duty and Acting from Duty
Immanuel Kant is one of the most influential philosophers that contributed significant knowledge in different areas including ethics. One of Kant’s works is called the Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals. In his work, Kant delves on the limitations of metaphysics and emphasizes the power of practical reason and that the fundamental principle of morality is for an individual to have the autonomous will. Among that was discussed was the difference between acting in conformity with duty and acting from duty.
Humans being individuals are partly rational but also partly animal. Because of such characteristics, morality would not be able to present itself to human beings as a duty. Morality or a moral deed is explained to be achieved by doing something good unconditionally and this would be classified as a good will. In order to further understand and identify a moral deed, Kant presented four cases. The cases includes (1) acting in opposition with duty, (2) acting in accord to duty but not from duty, (3) acting in accord to duty but the agent also has an inclination to do so, and (4) acting in accord to duty is against all the inclinations of the agent.
Kant explains how people who act in accord to duty is not as morally as it is because of its motivation. The person only engages in the deed just because his “duty” says so. The person does not have the immediate inclination to do the deed if given the same situation wherein he is not tied with his duty. For example, a fireman holds the duty to rescue people that are caught in a flaming building. He saves these people just because he is bound by his duty. However, he would not be inclined to do so, as a person, if he was not a fireman. Hence, the act of saving the people just because it is his duty lacks moral worth as it would seem.
Moreover, Kant argues that people’s actions may be caused by instances beyond our control. It was explained that people acting from duty has moral worth but it will only count if the action was done from duty. Kant thinks that acting from duty is the process of doing one’s duty and doing it just because the act is required by duty, this means the act is required for a reason. Kant claimed that the grounds for performing moral action was a condition by practical use in which the practical function will make people cognizant of the moral law that will objectively follow correct actions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Kant also discussed that acting from duty were not motivating people for a prospective outcome or for featuring our conduct except if it is required for duty. Thus, Kant views that duty is an action motivated by mere conformity to the law. Therefore, people are moved to act out of respect for the moral law which is an authoritative process that binds people to act in a reasonable action. For instance, people acting from duty are like doctors and soldiers. Doctors can be considered acting from duty because they are required to save other people’s lives which can be considered as morally, ethically and lawfully right. The next example is the soldiers because they are the one who are fighting to protect their countries even though their lives are at risks. In this process, Kant argues that people will not do actions like the examples above if they did not hold actions conforming to their duty.
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